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UNEMPLOYVENT ND SICKNESS BENEFITS 
1. GENERAL 


This bullotin, issued by the Commonwealth Statistician (Dr, Roland Wilson) 

' _covers—the operations of Part VII of the Social Services Consolidation act, 1947-1949, 

for the month of March, 1950, and the nine months ended March, 1950, This information 
has been compiled from data made available by the Department of Social Services, 


The number of recipients of bonefit does not embrace the total unomploy= 
ment and sickness in tho community, Unemployment or sickness or less than sevon 
days' duration is not covered, owing to the provision in the Act of a “waiting 
period" of this length of time during which no bonofit is payable, The application 
of a “moans test" excludes another group from benefit. 


Special Bonefit is paid in cases of hardship where the claimant is not 
qualified for cither of the other boncfits., The numbers of new iustralians receiving 
special bonefit have now been excluded from the tablos in this bullotin; the amount 
of such benofits paid, however, is included in Table I, 


The number of “persons on bencfit" rolates to principal beneficiaries 
who would normally be breadwinners, Dependants of such bencficiarics are excluded, 


4dmittances and exits in Sections 3, 5 (pars. ii, iii, & iv) and 6 refer 
to those notified during the period shown and not to those which actually occurred - 
during the period, 


Due to delay in the receipt of information in respect of some boneficiaries 
the figures are subject to revision, This applics particularly to exits, and results 
in persons on benefit at the end of tho later months being overstated, 


2. ALL BENEFITS - SUMMARY. 
(i) Benefits Paid: Benefits paid in respect of each class of benefit in each 


State in March, 1950 and tho nine nonths ended March, 1950 are shown in the following 
table, 


I, AMOUNT OF BENEFITS PAID DURING MARCH, 1950, iND THE NINE 


MONTHS ENDED MARCH, 1950 ~ STATES. 
























































































(£.) : 
Benefits paid during March, Benefits paid during the nine 
1950 | months ended March, 1950 
Unem-= : Special , Unem-~: 
Sickness uh Total aie pee Total 
NSW. (b) 38 ,683 | 1,063,170) 229,499 15433 5149 
Victoria 29 433 5 210] 166,184 282,749 
Queensland 20 5929 117,364; 83,513 208 ,'790 
S. dust.(c) 8,961 33 5053.| 63,210 109,946 
W, dust, 16,187 | 16,915) 42,287 112 ,231 
Tasmania Aldi | 1,69 | 28,802 33 »837 





OTL 7 122 940 | 1,237,407 


(a) Includes amounts paid to new fustralians, 
Territory. ¢) Includes Northern Territory, 





327,800 | 21805702 
(b) Includes Australian Capital 





' (ii) Claims Admitted and Benefits Discontinued: The following table shows , 
for each State, the number of persons admitted to each class of benefit and the 
number whose benefits were discontinued during nine months ended March, 1950, 


IT. CLAIMS ADMITTED jND BENEFITS DISCONTINUED DURING THR NINE 
MONTHS ENDED MARCH, 1950 - STATES . 


Meni OS E67. 8 -00n 3 
Claims Admitted ~ 


Nine months ended March, 1950 


vase Sickness | Special | 







al Ae rat ee 
Benefits Discontinued - 
Nine months ended March, 19 


















“N.S We. (a) 


























Victoria 561 12 4384 10,60 
ee 526 26,673 257518 
S. Aust. (b SA, 11,630 

W, Aust, : rete 






Tasmania 
TOTAL: 








159,026 | 47,287 | 3,943 | 210,256 | 157,787 | 


(a) Includes Australian Capital Territory. (b) Includes Morthe,. 














(iii) Claims Admitted. Discontinuances and Persons on Benefit: The 
following table shows, for the years 1945-46 to 1948-49 and for the months March, 
1949 to March, 1950 the number of claims admitted and discontinued and persons 
remaining on bencfit:- 


III. CLAIMS ADMITTED, DISCONTINUANCES ND PERSONS ON BENEFIT - 





a ere er es ane Re MS A A eR 


Ported Unomploynent_ Sickness |Special [| Fotar . |, ak 
sacha Males | Females | Males |Females Males | Females; Males Females| Persons 


CLAINS ADMITTED , 



































Year 1945-46 33,178] 6,724] 242 98 875 19,213] 118 088 
1916-47 15,024) 11,062)|-1,271 16 ,536| 136,210 
194,7=18 53,947| 15,539 | 1,527 17,5'76| 100,325 
19L8"49 53,662} 15,202] 1,631 16,654) 83,406° 

1949 March WeOAO) L176 116 1,280 6,593 
April Ayo9G| 15297 120 
May 4,086} 1,165 9 
June 4,062} 1,094} 125 | 
July Sod le Oo ebato 
Aug. POLO) Peon | 27k Si | 1,526 
Sopt. 418 128 159 73 | 43995 
Oct. 5,189! 1,'726 19S 385 5 912 
Nov. Ecc Oa eau hi fy ems a Baal ers 1373 
Dec, 3320 CTL, 11, 47 4053 

1950 Jan. (a) yheaksic Sian ieee eer (0 70 5 886 
ae 3,409! 1,023 24 61 Louk 
March (a |-2,773|  s21| 96 | 35 | 3,688 





DISCONTINULNCES 


104,099 « 












27,550| 5,432] 186 














1945-46 
1946-47 43 5388 | 10,075 | 1,136 134,02 
1947-48 53,785 | 15,244 | 1,503 104,061 
1948-49 6 BL ISS ls sOZk te di555.. 81,762 

1949 March SO a hoeslls es 6,400 » 

April 118 7,887 
May ope be 
June 5,108 
48,618 
114,475 
9,898 
7,597 
5 5682 
hy 884, 
6,419 
A 3968 





13,118 | 4,453 | 





(a) Subject to revision, 


3. BENEFITS DISCONTINUED. 


(i) Duration: The number of woeks during which benefit was paid for 
each of the cases of benefit whose discontinuance was_notified during Maroh, 1950, 
and the nine months ended March, 1950, is shown in the following table:- 


WV. 
: MONTHS SNDED_ WRCH, 1950 _- ~ AUS TRALTA. 


Duration of 


Benefits , : a : Unon- 
Special| Total ployment 


Wook F Ppa ree 

Less than 1 a4 a: J a 11,839 

1 and under 2 2 7921 19,294 

BevMo. 9 696| 15,656 

i 665| 18,075 
5 ibe 501 
2 1,344 
13 : 560 
2 704 
298 


3 
4 
5 
9 
i) 
v4 


1950, and the nine ROpEES aniog eee 1950 the percentage € distribution according 
to specified durations of benefit:~ 


Vv BENEF TTS. DISCONTINUED DUR DURING MARCH, 1950 3ND THE NINE MONTHS ENDED 
a PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION ACCORDING TO DURATION : AUSTRALIA, 
(Per Gent, ) 


Burebion: of March ) E _Nine Months ended March 1950 
me 


Benefits Ske eiaahy Sickness | Special | Tota piemnene Sickness] Special 


5'.16 4-81 | 4.97 | 0,11 
17,88 2810 NAG ae OP ey 
2aeO Te 37650) 126s 12 
50.21 | 62,50 
eee 1 10.83 
69,82 |. 78.70 
WEL G6e, c1 89525 
93.93 | 98.15 
ss_than 1 a peat A et oP OY Si ee 2) 


(ii) Reasons for Cessation: The reasons for terminating benefits whose 
discontinuance was notified during March, 1950, and the nine months ended March, 
1950 are shown below:= 

Vi, REASONS FOR CESSATION .. BENGFITS DISCONTINUED DURING MARCH, 1950 


A Saat A a NY NY ee RN A 


AND_THE NINE M Sie _ENDED MARCH, | ae + AUSTRALIA. 


___March, 1950 Nine M Months ended March, 1950 
Reason for Cessation Unemployment Sickness Unemployment ee 


Pm 
5) 


* Employment secured or resumed | 2,790 | 56.49 
Incapacity Terminated 6 ; 7033 39406 
Failure to report (a) 

Transfer to another benefit 
covered by the Act 

Statutory Age Limit (b) 

Permanent incapacity (c) 

Transfer to Rehabilitation 
Allowance 

Death 

Transfer to another district 














Other 
| oc oe POTAL: 836 : 100, 0 sacle ee '100,.00 100,00! 45,28 [100.00 


(a) In most of these cases the beneficiary has resumed employment without advising 
the Department of Social Services. (b) Includes transfer to Age Pension, 
(c) Includes transfer to Invalid Pension, 








Ae PERSONS ON BENEFIT AT. 25TH MARCH, 1950. 


(i) Proportion per 10.000 in employment: The Proportion of persons 


ome ammeae scm 


on benefit at 25th March, 1950 to the estimated number of employees in employment 
was approximately 64 per 10,000 comprising 9 unemployment, 51 sickness and 4 special 
cases per 10,000. 


The following table shows the proportion fnr males and females:- 


VIL. APPROXIMATE NUMBER OF PERSONS ON BENEFIT AT 25TH MARCH, 1950 
PER 10,000 WAGE AND SALARY EARNERS IN EMPLOYMENT ; AUSTRALIA. 


mee at BF ree rs aR mee Sen ee Cae 








oe eee nt ae emer eeetene omen may sarge tent en ee 


Number on benefit benefit per 10,000 in employment , 









e 




























Sex Proportion aooaee 
; [ Unemployment ‘Sickness Special 
Males Per 10,000 males 2 
Females Per 10,000 females 10 
Persons Per 10,000 persons 4 





rte eee 











(ii) State Totals: The following table shows the number of persons 
in each State in receipt of benefit at 25th March, 1950, 





VIIL, NUMBER OF PERSONS ON BENEFIT AT 25TH MARCH, 1950 : STATES, 






























Sickness Total 
State Stes arian eames ea 
Male Females Males Females | Persons 





N.S W. ms 
Victoria 


Queensland 1,378 3,012 575 3,587 
S, Aust. (b) 850 922 322 1,244 
W. Aust, 76 840 25k 1,094 


Tasmania __ 368 | 397 164 561 
- TOTALS 10,501 | Ne 13,218] 4,453 17,571 











(a) Includes Australian Capital Territory, oe Includes Northern Territory. 


(ii1) Ages: Distribution of persons on benefit at 25th March, 1950 
according to age groups is shown in the following table:- 


TK, AGE OF PERSONS ON BENEFIT AT 25TH MARCH, 1950 ; AUSTRALIA, 








Age Group (as at Unemploynen’ | Sickness = Special 


31st Dec., 1949) Males Fomales Males 











Ww 
Dj 
Tae ah fort item Fa foe 
Ww 
—~ 








0 ._UNEMPLOYIEN BUNERIT. 


1949 to March, 1950, the number of eiatas® admitted ra discontinucd and persons 
remaining on benefit in each paves 


STATES, 


eee. oe Australia 


Vic. [ Q'id, Sit b)| WA, | Tas, = Females! Persons _ 


~ CLAINS ADMITTED 
*... Year 1945-46 — |. 10,954}. 10,956 
1946-47 > 
194,7=48 
1948=49 
1943 March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
1950, January (c) 
February (c) 
March (c) 


» Year 1945=46 L7G LOD ee. Tbs), 
1947-48 4,577 |.1,630 


LIASHL9 ~ 2 9313 
1949, March 102 


September 
October 
November 
December 
1950, January (c) 
February (c) 
March (c) 


1946 - June 

1947 - June 

1948 - June 

1949 - March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October - 
November *’ 
December 
January (c) 
February (c) 
March (c) 


(a) ‘Includes Australian Capital Territory. (b) Includes Northern Territory. 
(c) Subject to revision, 











6, (ii) Cause of Unemployment: The following table analyses the reason 
for termination of ~ employment , as stated by persons whose admission to benefit 
was notified during March, 1950 and the nine months ended March, 1950, and by 
those who were on benefit at 25th March, 1950. 


Discharges and lay-offs are separations on the initiative of the employer 


the broad distinction being that a discharge is final and there is no likelihood of 


the persons being re-engaged, at least in the near future. A lay-off is a separation 


of a temporary nature with the idea that the job will be available again for the 
employee as soon as circumstances permit, Quits are separations which are made by 
initiative of the employee, 








XI. CAUSE OF UNEMPLOYMENT ; CLAIMS JDMITTED, ETC... DURING MaRCH 1950 
AND THE NINE MONTHS ENDED MARCH, 1950 - AUSTRALIA, 
: ‘ ______Admissions during T On Bonefit 
Nine Months 25th March 
Cause of Unemployment March, 19 ended Mar. 1950 1950 j 








Discharged or laid-off - 


Disciplinary reasons a 
Inefficiency, incl, medical unfitness 
Powor rationing ee 
Shortage of matcrials oe 
Strikes and lockouts ae 
Seasonal Work ee 
Casual Work 


Other, including inadequately definoa 
Quitted - 

Medical unfitness, work too heavy 

Other, including inadequately defined 





Not previously employed - 
Employers, workers on own account 
Ex-service personnel not yet returned 





to work a8 ss 
Other ee 
TOTAL: 





Agricultural, Pastoral and Dairying 
Other Primary Production oe 
Coal Mining 
Other Mining and Quarrying om) 
Factories and Industrial - 

Founding, Engineering and Metal-working 


Vehicles, including Aircraft ., 
Textiles and Articles of Dress ., 
Food, Drink and Tobacco Me 
Furniture, Woodwork, etc, 

Other Factories, including Hoat, Mdeht 


Building and Construction oe 
Transport and Communication 
Commerce and Finance - 


Wholesale and Retail Trade fe 17 
Finance and Property A 
Public Administration and Prcecectonat 7 
Personal and Domestic Service ee ows 
Other as a: 











(i141) Industrial Classification of - (a) Gloims jdmitted and Persons on 
Benefit: The following statement shows the distribution according to main indust- 
rial gr groups , of persons whose admission to benefit was notified during March, 1950 
and the nine months ended March, 1950, and of those on boncfit at 25th March, 1950. 


XII, UNEMPLOYMENT ; INDUSTRIAL GROUPS - CLAIMS ADMITTED, ETC. DURING 
MARCH, 1950 {ND THE NINE MONTHS ENDED MARCH, 1950 - AUSTRALIA. 


ee Fn 






















; ons during = | Om Banerit 
Admissions during - On Benefit 
Nine months 25th March, 


Industry in which last engaged ended March ,195 1950 























(Including Shipbuilding) ie 


1oWiw 






and Power 


ee 


Wis 


9 












TOTAL: 


aS ee ae Pa teen ee ne 








: (b) Males on Benefits : Distribution by States of Males in receipt of 


unemployment benefit at 25th March , ae ‘in the. mein industrial groupe is shown 
in the following table:- 














xTTT, UNENPLOWMEN : INDUSTRIAL GROUPS. GROUPS. - _ MALES: ON BENEFIT Ar 25TH Ae 1950, 
ee ee 
Industry*in which last engaged a) ; Tas.{} Aust. 
_ Agricultural, Pastoral end Dairying 625 
~~ Other..Primary Production oe 26 
ys Goal. /Mining ve 10 
"Other Mining and Quarrying Be 15 

_Factorics | and Industrial - 

~. © Founfling,-Engineering and Metal- 

“working (Including Shipbuilding) 23 1 154 
Vehicles, including Aircraft .. 6 a 25 
Texitiles and Articles of Dress .. 3 - 32 
Food, Drink and Tobacco ete i 4 AdL3 
Furniture, Woodwork, etc, ee 2 2 act 
Other Factories, including Heat, .. 

: Light and Power . ea; 17 - 92 

‘Building and Construction ee 22 2 296 

- Trans port ‘and Communication ie 9 2 98 

Commerce and Finance - . 
Wholesale and Retail Trade ae 13 ab 111 
Finance and Proporty . J: =. fe 

Public Administration and Professional g 3 62 

Personal and Domestic Service ae 13 ag 8h 

> Other ee ab ak 7 
TOTAL : 2,170 





(a) Includes Australian Capital Territory. ' (b) Includes Northern. Territory. 


(iv) Distribution of Beneficiaries, Metropo diten and Other: Admissions 
to unemployment. benefit notified during the nine ine months ended March, 1950, and 
the persons on benefit at 25th M March, 1950 are dissected into "Metropolitan and 
"Other" Districts (Based on the usual place of residence of the beneficiary) in 
“the following tables- 





XIV, DISTRIBUTION OF UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFICIARIES BETWEEN METROPOLITAN AND 
OTHER DISTRICTS (a) : STATES, 











Claims Admitted during the On Benefit at 25th March, 
State Nine Months ended March, 1950 





New South Wales (b) 


71 5064 
Victoria 160 
Queensland 9,424 
South Australia (c) 7202 
Western Australia 4,849 


Tasmania 
TOTAL: 


90,953 | 22,501) 37,529} 8,043 





(a) Metropolitan comprises the regions administered from Capital City and 
Suburban district offices of the Department of Social Services. or Labour and 
National Services (Employment Service), In N.S e., Liverpool is included in 
MOther®.. In Seley Port Jdelaide, and in W,.i,, Fremantle and Midland Junction 


are included in "Metropolitan, (b). Includes Justralian Capital Territory. 
(c) Includes Northern Territory. 
















(i) Nature of Sickness: The following table shows the principal 


a See a RR A A foe Te a 


cause of sickness as stated on medical certificates of persons whose admission 
was notified during March, 1950, and nine months ended March, 1950, and of those 


on benefit at 25th March, 1950, 





XV, NATURE OF SICKNESS : CIWIMS ADMITTED, BTC,, DURING MARCH, 1950 snD 
THE NINE MONTHS ENDED MARCH, 1950 : AUSTRALIA, 








Nature of Sickness 








Infective and Parasitic Diseases 
Cancer 
Other Tumours 
Rheumatism, Diseases of Nutrition and 
Vitamin-Deficiency Diseases 
Diseasos of = 
Blood and Blood=forming Organs 
Nervous System and Sense Organs 
Circulatory System 
Respiratory System 
Digestive System 
Genito-urinary System 
Pregnancy, Childbirth, etc, 
Skin and Gellular Tissues 
Bones and Organs of Movement 
Other Diseases (Including Ill-defined 
conditions ) 
Injurics and Acute Poisoning - 
Fractures 
Other’ Injurics, ctc,. 
Surgical Amputations 
Other (including not stated) 












March, 1950 


Jdmissions during 


Nine Months 
ended Mar .1950 
















to een tem ie 





(ii) Industrial Classification of Persons on Benefit: The 








On Benefit . 
25th March, 
1950 e 





distribution according to main industrial groups of persons on sickness benefit 


at 25th March, 1950, is shown in the following tablo:- 


XVI SIGKNUSS ; INDUSTRIAL GROUPS - PERSONS ON BENEFIT AT 25TH MARCH, 1950, 
AUSTRALIA , 


ee Se Se noe 


re a 





Agricultural, Pastoral and Dairying 

Other Primary Production 

Goal Mining 

Other Mining and Quarrying 

Factories and Industrial - 
Founding, Engineering and Metal-working 

(Including Shipbuilding) 

Vehicles, including Aircraft 
Textiles and Articles of Dress 
Food, Drink and Tobacco 
Furniture, Woodwork, etc, 


Other Factories, including Heat, Light and Power 


Building and Construction 
Transport and Communication 
Gommerce and Finance ~« 
Wholesale and Retail Trade 
Finance and Property 
Public Administration and Professional 
Personal and Domestic Service 
Other 


TOTAL: 








Industry in which last engage 


oe 


ee 


oe 


eo 


es 


en 














Females Persons a 
25 805 
1 200 


217 
143 





9. 


(iii) Distribution of Beneficiarics, Mcotropolitan and Other: Sickness 
benefit claims whose admission was notified during the nine months ended March, 


1950 and those current at 25th March, 1950, are dissected into "Metropolitan" and 
"Other" districts (based on the usual place of residence of the beneficiary), in 
the following table:- 





XVII, DISTRIBUTION OF SICKNESS BENEFICIARIES BETWEEN METROPOLITAN 
AND OTHER DISTRICTS (a) ; STATES, 


Claims admitted during the On Benefit at 25th March, 
none months ended March, 190 wre ese 


















State 





, New South Wales (b) 
Victoria 
Queensland 
South Australia (c) 
Western Australia 
Tasmania 


TOTAL: 


i) See footnote (a) to Table XIV. (b) Includes Australian Capital Territory. 
¢) Includes Northern Territory, 


Ze TOTAL APPLICATIONS FOR BENEFIT jND CLAIMS REJECTED, 


The total number of applicants for benefit whose claims were notified 
during the nine months ended March, 1950, and of those whose claims were 
notified as rejected during the same period are shown in the table below:- 





XVIII, TOTAL APPLIC/TICNS FOR BENEFIT {ND CLAIMS REJECTED - 


NINE MONTHS ENDED MARCH, 1950, 







Sickness Special 
Percent- 


Rej + age Re~ 
a Ne jects to 
total 


Total 
Claims 


(a) Includes Australian Capital Territory, (b) Includes Northern Territory. 
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